
The Readings For The Week 
Monday:        Heb 1:1-6;  Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday:        Heb 2:5-12;  Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday:   Heb 2:14-18;  Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday:   Heb 3:7-14;  Mk 1:40-45  
Friday:        Heb 4:1-5, 11;  Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday:       Heb 4:12-16;  Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday:       1 Sm 3:3b-10. 19;  Psalm 40   
                    1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20;  Jn 1:35-42 
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Water is a rich and potent symbol.  We all know that no 
life on earth would be possible without it.  We use it for 
our sustenance, our cleansing, our relaxation;  it touches 
nearly every facet of human life, and its absence is soon 
noted.  Without it, the grain, wine, milk, and other “rich 
fare” from Isaiah would not be possible.  The messianic 
age is characterized as a time of abundance and fertility, 
not attainable without water.  It was a precious commod-
ity in Jesus’ world.  Water has its dark, dangerous side as 
well—the chaos of the dawn of creation was symbolized 
by water, the earth was destroyed (and still knows de-
struction) by the waters of the flood.  Israel risked it all 
in the waters of the Red Sea as they fled Egypt and en-
tered the desert.  In similar fashion today Jesus risks it 
all in his calling as Son of God and, like the Israel whose 
son he also was, he will enter the desert in the next few 
verses of Mark’s Gospel.  JS Paluch Company    

Our Calendar of Events 
Saturday, January 10, 2009 
5:00 pm Mass (The Baptism of the Lord) 
Sunday, January 11, 2009 
Mass at 9:00  (The Baptism of the Lord) 
Mass at 11:00  (El Bautismo del Señor) 
RE HS Grades 9-12 (12:15-2:00 pm) 
Monday, January 12, 2009 
Grupo Ríos de Agua Viva a las 7:00 pm 
RE 8th Grade Confirmation (6:30-8:00) 
Tuesday, January 13, 2009 
Religious Education Classes Grades K-1-2 (6:00-7:30 pm) 
Wednesday, January 14, 2009  
Religious Education Classes Grades 3-4-5 (6:00-7:30 pm) 
Thursday, January 15, 2009 
Religious Education Classes Grades 6-7-8 (6:30-8:00 pm) 
Adult Sacraments Classes (6:30-8:00 pm) 
Saturday, January 17, 2009 
5:00 pm Mass (Second Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
Sunday, January 18, 2009 
9:00 am Mass (Second Sunday/Ordinary Time) 
Ladies Club Meeting after Mass 
11:00 Mass (Segundo Domingo de Adviento) 
RE High School session 12:15-2:00 pm 

January 10, 2009 
(5:00 Mass)    Francisca Quihuis (+) special intention 
     Daniel Quihuis (+) special intention 
     Sara Quihuis (+) special intention 
January 11, 2009 
(9:00 Mass)     Matilde and Guillermo Sanchez (+) 
      for the repose of their souls 

Mass Intention/Intención Especial  

Thicker Than Water… Another powerful life sym-
bol is blood.  Like water, it is essential.  John’s letter to-
day tells us that three things testify to Jesus as the Son of 
God: water, blood, and the Spirit.  Today’s feast forms a 
hinge of sorts between the two great “water and blood” 
moments in the life of Jesus.  It is the culmination of the 
season of the Nativity, the time when we remember and 
celebrate that Jesus came into the world as a fully human 
being, in water and blood.  It is also the day on which he 
begins his public ministry of calling Israel to repentance 
by proclaiming the reign of God, a ministry that will ulti-
mately end in water and blood as he is crucified.  But 
hovering over all of this is the Holy Spirit.  It is by the 
Spirit that Jesus was conceived in the womb of Mary; it 
is the Spirit who guides his entire ministry from Jordan 
to Calvary; and it will be the Spirit who brings his resur-
rected life back to the world, who continues it to this 
very day in the waters of baptism and the blood of disci-
ples, by which his Body, the Church, is still 
proclaiming the reign of God to the world. 

Thank You, Everyone!  From the members of St. Vin-
cent de Paul Society for all your generous donations 
(food and money) throughout the year.  The need is great 
and we can always count on you for help.  During the 
month of December we collected over 2588 pounds of 
food.  Gracias a todos los que donaron comida y dinero 
durante todo el año para el Banco de Comida de San 
Vicente de Paul.  La necesidad es grande y Gracias a 
Dios que siempre podemos contra con su ayuda.  En el 
mes de Diciembre recibimos 2588 libras de comida.   

If you are interested in advertising in the back of the 
bulletin, please call Claudia Borders at 298-1265. 
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    Las Lecturas de La Semana 
Lunes:    Heb 1:1-6;  Mc 1:14-20 
Martes:   Heb 2:5-12;  Mc 1:21-28 
Miércoles:     Heb 2:14-18;  Mc 1:29-39 
Jueves:  Heb 3:7-14;  Mc 1:40-45 
Viernes:         Heb 4:1-5, 11;  Mc 2:1-12 
Sábado:          Heb 4:12-16;  Mc 2:13-17 
Domingo:       1 Sm 3:3b-10, 19;  Salmo 40 (39)  
  Salmo 29 (28) o Is 12:2-6;   
  1 Cor 6:13c-15a, 17-20;  Jn 1:35-42  

Cuando se planta 
un césped nuevo, 
debe regarse con-
stantemente.  Los 
jardineros dicen 
que esto “teje” el 
césped al suelo.  Lo 
mismo sucede 
cuando se injerta 
una rama a un ár-
bol: el cataplasma 
que los une debe 
estar húmedo en 
todo momento.  El 
agua es lo que 
mantiene unidas a 

las células de nuestro cuerpo.  Con razón las religiones 
de todas las épocas y culturas han usado tanto este sím-
bolo.  Cuando Jesús se sumerge en el Jordán para ser 
bautizado, se “teje” a todo aquello que lo precedía.  Al 
sumergirse en el Jordán, se hizo uno con el pueblo de 
Israel que había cruzado el río para llegar a su Tierra 
Prometida.  Junto a Juan Bautista, Cristo se tejió a la tra-
dición profética que presagiaba la venida del Reino de 
Dios.  Jesús se había convertido plenamente en humano 
en las aguas del vientre de María y al participar del rito 
del Bautismo del arrepentimiento, se sintió identificado 
con nuestra frágil y pecaminosa humanidad.  Por las 
aguas del Bautismo Cristo continúa injertando nuevos 
miembros a su Cuerpo, la Iglesia; gracias a nuestro des-
tino de vida eterna, por estas aguas somos limpiados del 
pecado y recibimos la promesa de la gracia.  Para 
nosotros, como para Jesús, las aguas bautimales también 
inauguran nuestra misión de proclamar la Buena Nueva.  

Tradiciones de Nuestra Fe 
¿Recuerdas tu bautismo?  Permi-
tanme compartir mi testimonio.  
No recuerdo los eventos del día en 
que me bautizaron, pero tengo 
años recordando que, gracias a mi 
Dios y mis padres, estoy bauti-
zado.  Trato de vivir mi vida re-
cordando mi bautismo, buscando 
que mi comportamiento sea digno de una persona bauti-
zada.  Fui bautizado al mes de haber nacido, y confir-
mado cuando tenía sólo un añito (eran otros tiempos).  
Hice mi primera (y no última) comunión a los siete años.  
Continuaba asistiendo a las clases de catecismo 
(doctrina), no obsatante, cuando cumplí 17 años, sentí 
que algo me faltaba.  Mis amigos protestantes me invita-
ban a sus Iglesias, pero yo buscaba a Dios en mi Iglesia 
católica.  Un día, gracias al grupo carismático recibí el 
bautismo en el Espíritu Santo y desde ese momento mi 
vida cambió.  Ahora sé que el Espíritu lo había recibido 
en mi bautismo, Confirmación y Primera Comunión, lo 
único que debía hacer era permitirle actuar en mi vida.  
Creo que en la vida de muchos cristianos, el Espíritu 
Santo sigue esperando que le den permiso de actuar.  Y 
tú, ¿qué esperas?  Pidele al Espíritu que se mueva en tí y 

vive tu bautismo.  Fray Gilberto Cavazos-Gliz  

Weekly Offering—Ofertorio 
   December 28 — $4,160.00 
Thank You!  ¡Muchas Gracias! 

Marisa Acosta, junior at Sahuarita High School (2008 
Fiesta Queen) has been selected to attend the Hispanic 
Institute Leadership Conference in July 2009 in Roches-
ter, New York.  As a result, she is offering her services 
to help her earn money to attend by: babysitting (CPR 
certified), clean yards, house cleaning, wash cars, dog/
cat sit, one-on-one cheerleader coaching, etc.  If you 
could use Marisa’s services, please contact her at 520 
609-8533.  God bless you and thanks for your support. 

A 5k Run/Walk and a 2k Fun Walk will be held at 
Quail Creek on Saturday, February 14 to raise money for the 
Food Bank and the Animal League of Green Valley.  Your 
dog is invited to participate in the 2k Fun Walk.  Early regis-
tration fee is $25.00.  Entry forms are available at the Quail 
Creek Clubhouse, Fitness Center, Pro-Shop & on-line at 
http://members.cox.net/quailcreekrun/.   The event is open to 
everyone.  There will be music and drawings for fabulous raf-
fle prizes.  For details contact Mary Ellen Pruess at 399-2314.  

   “He aquí mi siervo a quien he 
 dado mi espíritu.  Él les enseñará 
      mi justicia a las naciones”   
           Isaías 42:1-4, 6-7)  
             o Isaías 55:1-11 


